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CHRISTMAS VINYLS - THE SONG OF ZECHARIAH 

2022 Advent at Christian Fellowship 

I. Hope and Heart 

II. Midnight Mantra 

A. Hopelessness in the dark becomes Hope at daybreak. 

III. Hook 

A. Songs contain lyrics that are put to music and engage our being in such 
ways that words alone typically cannot. 

1. Vinyls - Records are an old medium that contained songs.  But when we 
stop playing them the songs do not touch us any longer 

2. There is great music on records but often because it is an outdated 
medium, we stop listening to them. 

3. When we started thinking about this Advent / Christmas season and what 
path we might take this year for us as a church -the title of this series reminded 
me of a discovery in the last few years of something.   

a) I have been a part of Christmas with Jill's family for over 3 decades and just in 
2020 I discovered a little know secret.   

b) The Christmas tree that Jill's dad always set up was elevated so that presents 
could be all around and under the tree for kids and grandchildren.   

c) We when packed up Jill's mom to move to South Carolina I went to pick up a box 
and it was barely holding together, and it was heavy.  I ask Jill's brother, "what is this?"   

d) It was the box that the tree sat on. It was full of records that had long become an 
outdated medium for playing and listening to music. 

e) However, here are some records I discovered inside.  Christmas albums. 

f) How often the new sits on top of the old?  New songs, new presents and a new 
Christmas. 
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4. This year we hope to bring back some even older songs in an even old 
medium into our Christmas season. 

a) This year - we hope to bring the ancient songs of Christmas from into our very 
celebrations in lieu of creating a fresh new Christmas simply on the foundation of the 
old songs. 

5. As we do this - we have an added element throughout Christmas to your 
message time - a special song or instrumental. This is to both engage our senses 
by listening and to elevate our spirits into the song. 

B. Jonathan and Max Sing - O Holy Night 

C. Song - O Holy Night 

1. Lyrics - can lift us. They can change our perspectives and bring comfort or 
connect us to our emotions and feelings or even realign our feelings to reality. 

2. This song is so powerful to me every Christmas.   

O Holy Night lyrics 

O Holy Night! 

The stars are brightly shining 

It is the night of the dear Savior's birth! 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining 

Till he appear'd and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

 

Fall on your knees 

Oh hear the angel voices 

Oh night divine 

Oh night when Christ was born 

Oh night divine 

Oh night divine 

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming 



Michael Acock  |  Christimas Vinyls - The Song 
of Zachariah 

3  |  1 1 / 2 8 / 2 0 2 2  

 

With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand 

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming 

Here come the wise men from Orient land 

The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger 

In all our trials born to be our friend 

 

Truly He taught us to love one another 

His law is love and His gospel is peace 

Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother 

And in His name all oppression shall cease 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 

Let all within us praise His holy name  

3. "long lay the world in sin and error pinning, til HE appeared, and the soul 
felt its worth" 

4. This lyric and the lyric "fall on your knees" centers me every Christmas 
season. 

5. Lyrics, however, are the words that make up songs.  And a song takes us on 
a journey.   

 

D. Another lyric that might meet us in the reality of our lives is this:  

1. Blessed be he: ...who gives light to those who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death. 

2. Zechariah gives us this in the last line of his song.  Why is light for those in 
darkness in His prophecy? 

IV. Book 

A. The Gospel of Luke 
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1. Luke is our author, and he is a Greek 

2. He is writing to as a Gentile (one of the ‘all nations’ from last week) to tell 
other Gentiles they have a place in God's kingdom. 

a) "Luke's place in the canon (only NT author that was a Gentile) is a testimony to 
God's value of all ethnic groups....Luke's Gospel argues that God always intended to 
create an international, multiethnic community for his own glory."  Esau McCaulley 

(insert pic with quote) 

3. "It is important that Luke begins here because it situates the Jesus story in 
the middle of the pain of Israel, which includes the large-scale tragedy of exile and 
disinheritance ... In other words, Luke begins with the issue of injustice."  Esau 
McCaulley (insert pic with quote) 

a) Why does this matter?  If we do not see that God is a God who comes to those in 
the forced to the margins by oppression, then we misread the gospel text.  This is a 
gospel message that comes to those who are hopeless to get out their situation on their 
own but find hope in the promises of God to save and deliver. 

b) The Gospel came to a people not just to individuals.  The Gospel goes out to a 
peoples and nations and tribes not just to individuals.  And it is for people who are 
trapped in the margins of power structures and systems of this world. 

c) Advent is awaiting the Light to come in the darkness. 

B. The story of Zechariah and Elizabeth 

1. "God's saving acts take place within the context of all human history, and 
all of that history is leading to salvation, which is understood as the fulfillment of 
God's ultimate design for all of creation." Justo L. Gonzalez (insert pic with quote) 

 (Gonzalez, 2010, p. 31) 
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a) The context here in the first chapter of Luke is a small, oppressed people under 
the rule of Rome, but focused on just two couples’ stories - Elizabeth and Zechariah & 

Mary and Joseph - and the activity of the Holy Spirit in and through their lives and faith. 

b) There has been 400 years since the last openly prophetic message to the 
Israelites. 

c) Zechariah was a priest and was chosen by lot to burn incense in the temple's holy 
place.  This would have been a once in a lifetime honor. 

d) Zechariah has been faithful in the faith 

2. Luke 1:5-24 - Birth of John Announced 

5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, [a] of the division of Abijah. 

And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both 

righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they 

had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 

8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 9 according to the 

custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 

10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there 

appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah 

was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 

Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call 

his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be 

great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy 

Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their 

God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 

the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people 

prepared.” 

18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is 

advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I 

was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you will be silent and unable 

to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be 

fulfilled in their time.” 21 And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his 

delay in the temple. 22 And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that 

he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 23 And when 

his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 

‘24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden, saying, 

25 “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among 

people.” 
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a) These thoughts direct us to the darkness that we need to understand.  It is 
national tragedy alongside personal shame.  

(1) Elizabeth is old and they have been barren.  God blesses with children, and they carry a 
shame. 

(2) Mary is soon to find out she is pregnant by the Holy Spirit but not married and will be 
looked upon shamefully. 

b) John's name means 'the LORD is Gracious' or ‘The LORD has been Gracious' (PAST 

TENSE) 

3. Luke 1:57 to 80 

The Birth of John the Baptist 

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 And her neighbors and relatives 

heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 And on the eighth day 

they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60 but his 

mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61 And they said to her, “None of your relatives is 

called by this name.” 62 And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 

63 And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. 64 And 

immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. 65 And fear 

came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea, 

66 and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the 

hand of the Lord was with him. 

Zechariah's Prophecy – (see next section) 

80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his 

public appearance to Israel. 

C. The Song of Zechariah 

1. Luke 1:68-79 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

    for he has visited and redeemed his people 

69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

    in the house of his servant David, 

70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 

71 that we should be saved from our enemies 

    and from the hand of all who hate us; 
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72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers 

    and to remember his holy covenant, 

73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 

74     that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, 

75     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 

76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 

77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

    in the forgiveness of their sins, 

78 because of the tender mercy of our God, 

    whereby the sunrise shall visit us[h] from on high 

79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 

a) The Benedictus - The Blessing (vs 68-69) 

(1) Blessed is the God of Israel 

(2) He has visited His people and Redeemed His people 

(3) Raised up a Horn of salvation 

(4) From the house of David 

b) The Fulfilled Promise (vs 70 to 74a) 

(1) Prophets of old have spoken, God made an oath to Abraham and He has remembered 
His holy covenant.  
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(2) Genesis promise: 

Genesis 12:1-3. It reads: 

 

“Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 

land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name 

great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 

curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

(3) Promised deliverance from enemies and those who hate. 

c) The Free Worship (service) of God (vs 74b-75) 

d) Prophecy over John (Zechariah's son) (vs 76-79) 

(1) You will be Prophet of Most High 

Zechariah has been studying the words of the prophets for years.  He is has been a priest, holding on to 

the faith of Israel in this dark period.  Hopelessness has settled into so many. 

(a) Knowledge of Salvation 

(b) Forgiveness of Sin 

(c) Tender Mercy of God 

(2) The Light of the Most High 

(a) Sunrise comes from on High 

(b) Give light to those sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death 

(c) To guide to peace. 

 

V. Look 

A. ADVENT is the season of awaiting. 
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1. We can be in anxious waiting, or we can be in joyful anticipation 

a) Anxious waiting 

b) Joyful anticipation 

2. Where are we in the Biblical context? 

a) 400 years of God's silence to God's people 

b) 400 years of Joyful anticipation of God's redemption that has waned into anxious 
waiting under the oppression of Rome. 

3. The Darkness can be a place of: 

a) Unfulfilled Promises 

b) In Captivity 

c) Under oppression of the powerful 

d) A sense of being forgotten 

e) Lost in the ritual of religion 

4. The Light Break the darkness 

a) The miracle of life from barrenness 

b) A long-awaited promise fulfilled 

c) A miraculous healing 

d) A renewed and refreshed life after a season of loss and suffering. 

 

5. Illustration: Gandolf comes on the 5th day at sunrise to Helm's Deep. 

a) The Link to Lord of the Rings scene - do not use in message 

https://youtu.be/EApCLbgAE5E  

https://youtu.be/EApCLbgAE5E
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b) There is seeming defeat - there is battle and struggle and death 

c) But there is a rallying moment - Aragorn comes to King Théoden and calls him to 

ride out with him and cower in the darkness. 

6. This begins our season of both understanding the darkness within which we 
wait and the sense of hopelessness that is turned to HOPE as we hear and 
anticipate with joy the coming of Jesus - The Messiah - Emmanuel. 

VI. Took 

A. What lyric of Zechariah's song is God giving you this morning as you 
launch into this season of awaiting the coming of Jesus? 

VII. Bellringer 

A. Zechariah's song beckons each of us back into Joyful Anticipation of 
Christ's coming.  

B. The HOPE   

1. God's Presence 

2. His Salvation 

3. His Forgiveness 

4. His Tender Mercy 

VIII. Ministry Time 

A. Prayer Requests 

B. Where are you anxiously waiting (doubting God will show up) and you 
are seeping into hopelessness? 

IX. Dismissal 
 

X. Bibliography 
Gonzalez, J. L. (2010). Luke: Belief -A Theological Commentary on the Bible. Louisville, KY: Westminster 

John Knox Press. 
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