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WHY DOES IT MATTER? YOUR PURPOSE 

Michael Acock, Lead Pastor, CF 

January 8, 2023 

 

The first message of a 3-part series on Why Does It Matter? A series on your purpose, The 

Churches' Purpose and the Purpose of the Local Church. 

I. Series Overview 

A. Midnight Mantra 

1. Your Purpose Matters Because He Has Designed You with Purpose. 

B. A Question I get asked: What is your vision for the church? 

1. My thoughts  

2. My response to this point will be a three-week answer. 

3. Life of Faith quote - Eugene Peterson  

a) “There is no living the life of faith without a sustaining vision. We must (as a 

people) see something, hear something, be oriented by something." Eugene Peterson 

4. Simple summary answer, this is like the emails that you get that have quick 
bullet points at the top and then if you want the detail read on. 

a) Let us start with God – when I say God I mean, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

(1) We are seated in the Father's Love 

(2) We are centered on the Son - Jesus -The Christ 

(3) We are empowered by the Holy Spirit 

 

b) God is at work revealing, drawing, calling and empowering each one of us into His 
purposes for our lives that goes back to before the foundation of the earth. 

c) God is at work restoring, redeeming and reconciling the world to himself through 
the Body of Christ - The Church - which covers all generations of time (past, present, 
future) and all Jesus following believers across the span of ethnicities and faith 

expressions. 
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d) God is at work bringing each one of us and His purposes for our lives into His 
story of restoration, redemption and reconciliation through the embodied community 

of the local church. 

e) What is the vision for the church?  

(1) For each person connected to CF to step into God's purposes for their life and live that 
purpose out in the day to day relationships of our church community so that we as a church 
step into the restoring, reconciling and redeeming purposes of God for the world. 

C. The Story Layers 

A modified version of The Cosmic Egg by Richard Rohr – Black Board This 

1. My Story -  

2. Our Story 

3. The Story 

Our salvation is very personal and individual but not private and individualistic. We have 

been brought from death to life spiritual in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

Meaning has to do with connection.  A man filling a sand bag is not the same as a 

community filling sandbags together which has even greater meaning when they are 

saving a community from flood waters. 

II. Your Purpose Matters because HE designed you with purpose 

A. In fact, I might say that it is a Matter of Life & Death 

B. Ephesians 1&2 

1. Ephesians 2:10 

a) 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

2. Ephesians 1:11-12 

a) 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that 
we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 

b) The Message Ephesians 1:11-12 

11-12 It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long before we first 

heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious 

living, part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything and everyone. 
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C. Jeremiah 29:11 - I have plans to prosper you and give you a future and 
a hope 

1. For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare[b] 
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 

2. A little more context for this passage 

a) Spoken to a people in exile - a people not in their home land not by their choice 

b) 10 “For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will 
visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For I 
know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare[b] and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, 
and I will hear you. 13 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your 
heart. 14 I will be found by you, declares the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and 
gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the 
Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 

III. Framework for Life and Meaning - Why is this a matter of Life 
& Death? 

A. LIFE & DEATH Origins 

1. God created life and all creation with Adam and Eve (humanity)  and 
humanity was intended for life-fulfilling, life-sustaining, life-giving relationship 
with God and each other. 

2. The scriptures reveal a moment of independence and self-reliance and 
disconnection from God and each other in the story or Adam and Eve and 
deception by the evil one.  This separation and self-reliance and independence 
ushered in what the scriptures call SIN and DEATH. Gen 1 to 3 

B. LIFE & DEATH Tensions 

1. The life each of us lives, suffers with the effects of SIN and DEATH - we call 
it brokenness, suffering, sickness, evil, hate, etc. 

2. In the midst of this powerful effect of SIN and death there is a deep desire 
for life and breath and eternity - PURPOSE. 
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C. LIFE & DEATH Choices 

1. Jesus has broken the grip of SIN and DEATH on each of us with His Life, 
death, and resurrection. 

2. Jesus has created the LIFE-GIVING Community called the CHURCH through 
His LIFE, DEATH and RESURRECTION. 

3. Our longing for purpose becomes Life Giving to us and others when aligned 
within the Purposes of God for each of us. 

4. Our longing for purpose becomes DEATH to us and others when 
disconnected from the purposes of God for each of us. 

IV. 2 Timothy Chapter 1 

A. 2 Timothy 1:5-7 

1. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as 
well. 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in 
you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but 
of power and love and self-control. 

a) God has given each one a gift and yet there is a work associated with "fan into 

flame" - Why? 

(1) Fear can actually cause you to put your gift on the shelf and not discover the depths of 
what God has put in you nor do you develop your gift. 

(2) Spirit of power 

(a) Internal confidence and boldness not dependent on outside affirmation 

(3) Spirit of love 

(a) Objects for which your gift was given - for the relationships and encouragement of 
another 

(4) Spirit of self-control 

(a) The external expression of your gift with both truth and grace 

b) Faith in the generations of grandmother and mother 

(1) Perhaps you are the grandmother or grandfather faith of the next three generations. 
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B. 2 Timothy 1:8-9 

1. 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me 
his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 9 who 
saved us and called us to[a] a holy calling, not because of our works but because 
of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages 
began, 

a) A holy calling from God's purpose and grace 

b) Not because of your works, nor your great skills, nor your great charisma and 
gifting 

C. 2 Timothy 1:10 

1. 10 and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our 
Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel, 

a) Jesus has abolished Death and brought LIFE 

D. 2 Timothy 1:14 

1. 14 By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit (gift that 
is) entrusted to you. 

a) Something has been entrusted to you and with the strength of the Holy Spirit you 
are to guard it - not hide it. 

b) Think about the talents given to the 3 servants - Matthew 25:14-30 (in this case a 
monetary unit entrusted to servants worth about 20 yrs wages). 

(1) One servant was given 5 talents, one 2 talents and one 1 talent 

(2) The first two double their talents 

(3) The last one in Fear just didn't want to lose it so he buried it. His talent was removed 
from him. 

(4) Talents are given to be discovered and developed and invested. 

c) God has given each one of us talents and gifts and skills and abilities and we are 
to guard (do not waste) because the Holy Spirit dwells in you and no one else has what 
you have.  You are the only you that will ever exist on planet earth. 
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V. Scripture Stories of HIS Purposes for People's lives 

A. Proverbs 19:21 

1. Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord 
that will stand. 

B. Esther 4:14 - Mordecai speaking to Esther about an opportunity to 
bring rescue to the Jewish people. 

1. 14 For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the 
Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. And who 
knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 

C. Acts 13:6 Paul at Antioch preaching the gospel - speaking about David 

1. For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation 

D. For Such a time as this and served the purpose of God in his own 
generation are worth us considering 

1. Timing matters in your purpose 

a) NOW - such a time as this; in his generation 

b) Not panic, not hurry 

c) When your purpose is His purpose there is intention, direction and passion.  
There is weight, stress and pain. 

(1) Esther, King David, John the apostle, Jesus 

d) But there is joy and reconciliation, redemption and restoration. Life replaces 
death. 

2. His purposes - means Your Purpose within His Purposes for your life is 
where your life will have meaning and perspective. 

E. Without His purposes for our lives our purpose is lived out in 
comparison and competition. 
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1. Comparison leads to shame being the limiter of purpose or it is the fuel for 
living beyond your purpose trying to be enough. 

2. Competition leads us to believe there are limited resources and others put 
our purpose at risk or we simply walk away because we are afraid to lose. 

3. Remember our Better Together Series: 

a) We are Better Together 

b) I am your companion not your competitor 

c) I choose to connect and not compare 

VI. During our Advent Series and the Song of Mary message, Beth 
asked us this question: 

A. Are you ready to change? As you wait for the coming of the Messiah, 
are you willing to claim your identity and set aside your plans for your 
destiny and let God fold you into His purposes? 

B. Your purpose matters because He designed you with purpose. 

VII. THE ASK: Commit to living into His purposes for your life in 
this year: Trust He has purpose for life. 

A. Some practical steps to take 

1. Designed With Purpose Class 

https://christianfellowship.com/grow/  

Date: February 1-February 22 (4 Weeks) 

Time: 6:15-8:00pm 

Location: Mosaic Room 

Leaders: Marc Galaske and Tim Davis  

2. The Purpose Driven Life Book by Rick Warren 

https://a.co/d/erKTplA 

https://christianfellowship.com/grow/#wednesday
https://a.co/d/erKTplA
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3. Know how God has made you - Your personality style 

a) Enneagram, DISC, Strength Finders, Myers-Briggs 

VIII. Prayer and Ministry Time 

A. Do I have a purpose?  I believe God will begin to reveal, call, speak and 
empower you His purpose for your life? 

B. Prayer Requests 

IX. Dismissal 

A. Ephesians 2:7-10 

THE MESSAGE 

7-10 Now God has us where he wants us, with all the time in this world and the next to shower 

grace and kindness upon us in Christ Jesus. Saving is all his idea, and all his work. All we do is 

trust him enough to let him do it. It’s God’s gift from start to finish! We don't play the major role. 

If we did, we’ d probably go around bragging that we’ d done the whole thing! No, we neither 

make nor save ourselves. God does both the making and saving. He creates each of us by 

Christ Jesus to join him in the work he does, the good work he has gotten ready for us to do, 

work we had better be doing. 

 

The Passion Translation 

7Throughout the coming ages we will be the visible display of the infinite riches of his grace and 

kindness, which was showered upon us in Jesus Christ. 8For by grace you have been saved by 

faith. Nothing you did could ever earn this salvation, for it was the love gift from God that 

brought us to Christ! 9So no one will ever be able to boast, for salvation is never a reward for 

good works or human striving. 

10We have become his poetry, a re-created people that will fulfill the destiny he has given each 

of us, for we are joined to Jesus, the Anointed One. Even before we were born, God planned in 

advance our destiny and the good works we would do to fulfill it! 
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