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WHY DOES IT MATTER? THE CHURCH - PART 2 

I. Welcome to Trent and Katie 
 

II. Series Overview 

A. Midnight Mantra 

1. The CHURCH matters because It is the Jesus Way. 

a) The CHURCH Matters because It is the Story God and all creation (of which we 

are part) which is the story of the whole world. 

b) "The Jesus Way wedded to the Jesus Truth brings about the Jesus Life" Eugene 
Peterson 

In other words, following the Way of Jesus we discover the Truth of Jesus and experience the 

Life of Jesus. 

For instance, the way of Jesus is love your enemies and then we discover the truth of Jesus in 

forgiveness and experience the life of Jesus joy and freedom from bitterness. 

B. Beauty – someone who sees beauty where I can’t – amazing to be 
with them when they see something beautiful. 
 

C. A Question I get asked: What is your vision for the church? 

1. Proverbs 29:18 

Proverbs 29:18  

Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint,[a] but blessed is he who keeps 

the law. ESV 

If people can’t see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves;  but when they attend 

to what he reveals, they are most blessed. Proverbs 29:18 MSG 
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2. My response at this point will be a three-week answer. 

3. Life of Faith quote - Eugene Peterson  

a) There is no living the life of faith without a sustaining vision. We must (as a 
people) see something, hear something, be oriented by something." – Eugene Peterson 
(With picture) 

 

4. Simple summary answer, this is like the emails that you get that have quick 
bullet points at the top and then if you want the detail read on. 

a) Let's start with God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

(1) We are seated in the Father's Love 

(2) We are centered on the Son - Jesus -The Christ 

(3) We are empowered by the Holy Spirit 

 

b) God is at work revealing, drawing, calling and empowering each one of us into His 
purposes for our lives that goes back to before the foundation of the earth. 

c) God is at work restoring, redeeming and reconciling the world to himself through 
the Body of Christ - The Church - which covers all generations of time (past, present, 
future) and all Jesus following believers across the span of ethnicities and faith 

expressions. 

d) God is at work bringing each one of us and His purposes for our lives into His 
story of restoration, redemption and reconciliation through the embodied community 
of the local church. 

e) What is the vision for the church? For each person connected to CF to step into 
God's purposes for their life and live that purpose out in the day to day relationships of 
our church community so that we as a church step into the restoring, reconciling and 
redeeming purposes of God for the world. 

D. The Story Layers 

A modified version of The Cosmic Egg by Richard Rohr (white board this) 
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1. My Story 

2. Our Story 

3. The Story 

 

E. Life and Death - Why Does It Matter? The CHURCH 

1. Series Imagery - Life and Death in the Trees (reference the series graphic) 

2. Today - THE CHURCH 

3. Why the overarching story of scripture matters! 

a) Hindu scholar speaking of world religions: 

"I can't understand why you missionaries present the Bible to us in India as a book of religion.  It 

is not a book of religion - and anyway we have plenty of books of religion in India. We don't 

need any more! I find in your Bible a unique interpretation of universal history, the history of the 

whole of creation and the history of the human race. And therefore a unique interpretation of the 

human person as a responsible actor in history. That is unique. There is nothing else in the 

whole religious literature of the world to put alongside it." 

 

b) When we break up the Bible into its various parts (devotional bits, moral bits, 
theology, narrative bits, sermon bits) "it will inevitably be absorbed by whatever other 
story is shaping our culture..." Goheen and Bartholomew - The True Story of the Whole 
World (With picture) 

c) When another story incorporates the bits of scripture we lose the narrative unity 
of Scripture. This is no minor matter: "a fragmented Bible may actually, produce 
theologically orthodox, morally upright, warmly pious idol worshipers!” Goheen and 
Bartholomew (With picture) 

 

4. The CHURCH matters because It is the Jesus Way. 

a) The CHURCH Matters because It is the Story God and all creation (of which we 
are part) which is the story of the whole world. 

b) "The Jesus Way wedded to the Jesus Truth brings about the Jesus Life" Eugene 
Peterson (With picture) 

In other words, following the Way of Jesus we discover the Truth of Jesus and experience the 

Life of Jesus. 
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For instance the way of Jesus is love your enemies and then we discover the truth of Jesus in 

forgiveness and experience the life of Jesus joy and freedom from bitterness. 

 

F. The Big Story 

1. Creation 

2. The Fall 

3. Redemption 

4. New Creation 

 

III. Why does the CHURCH matter? 
3 whys – Jesus is the Builder, Jesus is the King, and Jesus is the Way 

A. Jesus is the builder of the CHURCH 

1. It – (The Church) is one the that Jesus purchased and created with his life, 
death and resurrection. 

2. Matthew 16:13-20 

a) Peter's Confession of Jesus as the Christ 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say 

Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  

15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the 

Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Matthew 16:15-16 

(And here it is since the beginning of creation and the human story all heaven and all 

creation fell silent and the attention was drawn to this one moment in time and eternity 

and one conversation between Jesus THE CHRIST and Peter the disciple.  He just 

declared out loud with human voice the into the cosmos that all the prophecies and the 

entirety of God's promised rescue and restoration and redemption is here. Then there is 

an eruption of celebration that the victory was coming.  THE CHURCH was being 

launched) 

17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.  
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18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 

you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 

heaven.” – Matthew 16:18-19 

 

(I will build my church - words of Jesus - on this ROCK (Peter himself, the apostles, The 

confession) whichever way you lean in your understanding - Jesus is builder and His church is 

clearly what he is building. The word church – ekklesia. 

20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

(1) Greek word for church -εκκλεσια (ekklesia), 

ekklésia: an assembly, a (religious) congregation 

Original Word: ἐκκλησία, ας, ἡ 

Definition: an assembly, a (religious) congregation 

Usage: an assembly, congregation, church; the Church, the whole body of Christian 

believers. 

properly, people called out from the world and to God, the outcome being the Church (the 

mystical body of Christ) – i.e. the universal (total) body of believers whom God calls out from the 

world and into His eternal kingdom. 

3. Colossians 1 

a) Chapter 1 

The Preeminence of Christ 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by[f] him all things 

were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together.  

18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 

that in everything he might be preeminent. – Colossians 1:18 

19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
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4. Ephesians 2 & 3 

a) Chapter 2 

19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 

and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined 

together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.  

22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. – 

Ephesians 2:19-22 

b) Chapter 3 

9 …and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, 

who created all things, 10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be 

made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according to the 

eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord… - Ephesians 3:9-11 

B. Jesus is the King of the KINGDOM 
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1. I offered there the briefest definition of “kingdom” that every Christian can 
use to get a solid grip on the meaning of term: “a kingdom is a people governed 
by a king”. Scot McKnight (With picture) 

a) Scot McKnight speaks about the 5 Elements of a Kingdom Biblically  

(1) has a king who 

(2) rules both by way of redemption and governing, 

(3) and this king rules over a people [Israel, church] through the revelation of 

(4) the law [Torah, teachings of Jesus and the apostles], 

(5) and this king rules in a land. 

b) The Question of the New Testament: Who is the kingdom people now? The 
answer is “church” with church not replacing and God abandoning Israel "but in 
expansionist, progressivist ways: the church expands Israel by opening its doors to 
Gentiles." Scot McKnight 

2. McKnight goes on to develop these thoughts to challenge what many of us 
call the Kingdom  

a) The King has a Kingdom of people and those people live out the values of the 
King in the way of King and the fruit of that life are the works of the Kingdom brought 
into this present moment. 

b) However, doing good socially just things in the world is not the Kingdom. The 
CHURCH is seen as the Kingdom People who do Kingdom works out of the overflow of 
the Kingdom values being lived out. 

c) We skip the Kingdom people part and go do the works and call it Kingdom. 

3. Jesus King in the scriptures 

a) Mark 1:14-15 

Jesus Begins His Ministry 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 

and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 

gospel.” – Mark 1:14-15 

b) John 18:36 

36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 

servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my 

kingdom is not from the world.” – John 18:36 
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c) Colossians 1:13 

The Kingdom of His Beloved Son 

13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 

beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. – Colossians 1:13 

d) Revelation 17 

14 They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and 

King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful. – Revelation 17:14 

e) Revelation 19 

The Rider on a White Horse 

11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful 

and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, 

and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. 

13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in[b] blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of 

God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on 

white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, 

and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 

God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and 

Lord of lords. – Revelation 19:14-16 

C. Jesus is the Way of the Kingdom 

Reference Eugene Peterson quote from the beginning. 

1. Romans 14:17 

17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and 

peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. – Romans 14:17 
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2. We learn the ways of God through this Jesus built CHURCH (a called out 
people) and this Jesus reigning Kingdom (a gathered people under their King) 

a) Justice  

b) Righteousness 

c) Peace 

d) Joy 

e) Suffering and Sacrifice 

f) Confession 

g) Repentance 

h) Forgiveness 

i) Hope in reconciliation, restoration and redemption of all things. 

3. Paschal - Death always leads to Life 

"Paschal death is a death that, while ending one kind of life, opens the person undergoing it to 

receive a deeper and richer life.... The paschal mystery is about paschal death and resurrected 

life."  Ronald Rolheiser 

a) Creation 

b) Fall 

c) Redemption 

d) New Creation 

 

4. I Corinthians 12 

a) One Body Many Parts 

One Body with Many Members 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into 

one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. – 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 
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b) A More Excellent Way (Martin Luther King Day tomorrow) 

But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there 

may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 

26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it...  

And I will show you a still more excellent way. - – 1 Corinthians 12: 24-28, 31 

5. Love 

a) I Corinthians 13 - Not a wedding chapter but a life of love chapter 

The Way of Love 

13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 

If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned,[a] but have not love, I gain 

nothing. 

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not 

insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 

rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things. 

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as 

for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when 

the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 

thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 

For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 

fully, even as I have been fully known. 

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. – 1 

Corinthians 13 

IV. THE ASK: Commit to living in the CHURCH and Kingdom of 
King Jesus this year: Trust He has purpose in the Way of His 
Kingdom. 

 

A. Last week: Commit to living into His purposes for your life this year: 
Trust He has purpose for your life. 
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B. Some practical steps to take 

1. Befriend folks from churches that are a different expression of worship 
than us. Jesus is King over his CHURCH.  

2. The Purpose Driven Life Book - Rick Warren 

https://a.co/d/erKTplA 

 

3. Does the Future Have a Church Book - Terry Virgo 

https://a.co/d/7O1cyqE 

 

4. The Jesus Way - Eugene Peterson 

https://a.co/b7Nytw0 

 

V. Prayer/Ministry Time 

A. Prayer Requests 

VI. Dismissal 

A. Announce the Ministry Fair 

https://a.co/d/erKTplA
https://a.co/d/7O1cyqE
https://a.co/b7Nytw0
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What resonated in you to help you connect and begin to live into your purpose? 

1. Wednesdays at CF 

2. CF School Ministry Open House (for interest in the school) 

B. Scripture to read over us 

1. Ephesians 2 

13 Yet look at you now! Everything is new! Although you were once distant and far away from 
God, now you have been brought delightfully close to him through the sacred blood of Jesus—
you have actually been united to Christ! 
 
14 Our reconciling “Peace” is Jesus! He has made Jew and non-Jew one in Christ. By dying as 
our sacrifice, he has broken down every wall of prejudice that separated us and has now made 
us equal through our union with Christ. 15 Ethnic hatred has been dissolved by the crucifixion 
of his precious body on the cross. The legal code that stood condemning every one of us has 
now been repealed by his command. His triune essence has made peace between us by starting 
over—forming one new race of humanity, Jews and non-Jews fused together in himself! 
16 Two have now become one, and we live restored to God and reconciled in the body of 
Christ. Through his crucifixion, hatred died. 17 For the Messiah has come to preach this sweet 
message of peace to you, the ones who were distant, and to those who are near. 18 And now, 
because we are united to Christ, we both have equal and direct access in the realm of the Holy 
Spirit to come before the Father! 
 
19 So, you are not foreigners or guests, but rather you are the children of the city of the holy 
ones, with all the rights as family members of the household of God. 20You are rising like the 
perfectly fitted stones of the temple; and your lives have been built up together upon the 
foundation laid by the apostles and prophets, and best of all, you are connected to the Head 
Cornerstone of the building, the Anointed One, Jesus Christ himself! 
21 This entire building is under construction and is continually growing under his supervision 
until it rises up completed as the holy temple of the Lord himself. 22 This means that God is 
transforming each one of you into the Holy of Holies, his dwelling place, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit living in you! 
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