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PRAYER: A LIFE OF PARTICIPATION – 
THE ALIGNING OF WILLS 

Teaching 1 in a 7-part series on Prayer 

Michael Acock, Lead Pastor, CF 

Christian Fellowship - January 29, 2023 

I. Story of Jill and our girls cleaning their rooms verses my way. 

A. My way - "hey girls, go clean your room." 

B. Jill's way -  

1. Jill had a will (the room needs to be cleaned and tidied) 

2. The girls had a will (maybe to clean or maybe not) however, they really 
didn't like the disarray but were overwhelmed by it 

3. Jill will initiate her will on the cleaning of the room and then call the girls 
into that and the girls will was aligned because mom was with them. They 
participated in the results but were not in full control of the results. 

II. Two wills - God's and Ours 

A. Ways to deal with the seeming conflict of God's will and your will. 

1. Break the will - take away the essence of your being. 

2. Exact the will - you get want you want and resist what could be good for 
you 

B. The broken will will heal and perhaps heal even stronger than ever like 
bones. 

C. The exacted will becomes entrenched in pride and arrogance. 

D. What if prayer was an aligning of those wills? 

E. Pray 

  



Michael Acock  |  Prayer A Life of Participation 
- The Aligning of Wills 

2  |  1 / 3 0 / 2 0 2 3  

 

III. From our Series -What Does it Matter? 

A. the vision for the church - For each person connected to CF to step 
into God's purposes for their life and live that purpose out in the day to day 
relationships of our church community so that we as a church step into the 
restoring, reconciling and redeeming purposes of God for the world. 

B. The Story Layers 

A modified version of The Cosmic Egg by Richard Rohr (Blackboard) 

1. My Story 

2. Our Story 

3. The Story 

C. The Big Story 

(Blackboard) 

1. Creation 

2. The Fall 

3. Redemption 

4. New Creation 

IV. Orienting Our Prayer Life 

A. Prayer is the discovering of the depths of Love. 

 

1. Colossians 2:1-3 – Prayer is where we first discover riches in Christ 

ESV 

2 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for 

all who have not seen me face to face, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit 

together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of 

God's mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge....6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and 

built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
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TPT 

1I wish you could know how much I have struggled for you and for the church in Laodicea, and 

for the many other friends I’ve yet to meet. 2I am contending for you that your hearts will be 

wrapped in the comfort of heaven and woven together into love’s fabric. This will give you 

access to all the riches of God as you experience the revelation of God’s great mystery—Christ. 

3For our spiritual wealth is in him, like hidden treasure waiting to be discovered—heaven’s 

wisdom and endless riches of revelation knowledge. Colossians 2:1-3 

  ... 6 In the same way you received Jesus our Lord and Messiah by faith, continue your journey 

of faith, progressing further into your union with him! 7Your spiritual roots go deeply into his life 

as you are continually infused with strength, encouraged in every way. For you are established 

in the faith you have absorbed and enriched by your devotion to him! 

2. Derwin Gray - God Do You Hear Me?  

In Derwin’s book on prayer – God do You Hear Me? He says. 

"we have a deliverer, a redeemer, a sin-defeater, a death-killer, who out of a heart of endless 

love, gave his life for us, to give his life to us, so he can live his overcoming life through us!" 

"Prayer is the secret place where we find God waiting for us. Prayer is the door we enter to 

discover God’s heart of unending grace. …Prayer is the home we have always wanted, where 

we can crawl into our Father’s lap. …Prayer is a priceless gift. Sadly, many of us rarely spend 

time enjoying the gift. Thus, we miss enjoying Jesus"." Derwin Gray 

3. Julian of Norwich 

“For we are so preciously loved by God that we cannot even comprehend it.”  -Julian of Norwich  

“No Created being can ever know how much and how sweetly and tenderly God loves them. It 

is only with the help of his grace that we’ re able to persevere in spiritual contemplation with 

endless wonder at his high, surpassing, immeasurable love which our Lord in his goodness has 

for us.” 
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B. Prayer is the joining of His purposes of Redemption, Reconciliation and 
Restoration with His purposes for us. 

1. Matthew 6 & Luke 11 How did Jesus Teach Us to Pray 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

We have been engaged in the Kingdom of Jesus.  Look at this Prayer in relationship to our 

stories we have been looking at. (Blackboard) 

2. Skye Jethani 

"We are not merely passive set pieces in a prearranged cosmic drama, but we are active 

participants with God in the writing, directing, design, and action that unfolds. Prayer, therefore, 

is much more than asking God for this or that outcome. It is drawing into communion with him 

and there taking up our privileged role as his people. In prayer, we are invited to join him in 

directing the course of his world." Skye Jethani  
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V. Why don't we pray? 

A. Lack of Humility - we actually do not trust God 

1. Jackie Hill Perry 

 

B. Idols of Productivity & Busy 

1. 30 Minutes with The Perrys Podcast- Prayer: The Discipline We All Suck At  

 

Prayer: The Discipline We All Suck At 

a) Prayer is avoided due to the idols of "busy and productivity." 

 
 

https://youtu.be/ri-0aXlXR3g
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C. We do NOT believe He is listening and that He has forsaken us – we do 
not trust His nature. 

1. Jackie Hill Perry: When God Doesn't Answer Your Prayers 

Jackie Hill Perry - When God Doesn't Answer  

D. We want the fire of heaven but not the longing of earth. 

1. It is often in the longing of earth we find the right question to pray. 

E. We lean upon our own understanding and talent and lack connection 
to God's purposes 

F. However, These are also our reasons to pray: 

1. In prayer, We find connection to God and to His purposes. 

2. In prayer, We discover the answer to the question we have learn to ask. 

3. In prayer, We discover He is listening. 

4. In prayer, We find energy beyond our busyness and productivity that is our 
true identity. 

5. In prayer, We learn to trust and in humility receive what He gives verses 
demand what we want. 

  

https://youtu.be/9BD2lnEA7S0
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VI. Our Will and His Will 

A. Science & Creation - Waves 

1. Wind 

a) Waves are most commonly caused by wind. Wind-driven waves, or surface 
waves, are created by the friction between wind and surface water. As wind blows 
across the surface of the ocean or a lake, the continual disturbance creates a wave crest. 
These types of waves are found globally across the open ocean and along the coast.  

2. Tides 

a) The gravitational pull of the sun and moon on the earth also causes waves. These 
waves are tides or, in other words, tidal waves. 

b) Tides are very long-period waves that move through the ocean in response to the 
forces exerted by the moon and sun. Tides originate in the ocean and progress toward 
the coastlines where they appear as the regular rise and fall of the sea surface. 

B. Middle Voice Praying (I want to introduce us to Middle Voice) 

1. Eugene Peterson on middle voice – (the aligning of wills – Jill and the girls) 

"The assumption of spirituality is that always God is doing something before I know it. So the 

task is not to get God to do something I think needs to be done, but to become aware of what 

God is doing so that I can respond to it and participate and take delight in it." – Eugene 

Peterson - Contemplative Pastor 

"When I speak in the middle voice, I actively participate in the results of an action that another 

initiates. 'I take counsel'" -Eugene Peterson - Contemplative Pastor. 

"I will to not will what I am already good at in order that what is more than me and beyond me, 

the will of God, can come into existence in my willing work." -Eugene Peterson contemplative 

pastor 

2. Middle voice prayers are not active voice (me acting upon another) nor are 
they passive voice (I am acted upon) 

 

3. Much more like wind on the ocean - the Holy Spirit blows upon our lives, 
and we have been initiated upon from heaven or the long wave that come 
rhythmically upon the beach due to gravitational pull the deep pull of God's 
purposes for our lives begins something we can choose to participate in. 
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C. Birth Praying 

1. Mary - Luke 1 

Luke 1:26-38  

26-28 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to the Galilean 

village of Nazareth to a virgin engaged to be married to a man descended from David. His name 

was Joseph, and the virgin’s name, Mary. Upon entering, Gabriel greeted her:  

Good morning!  

You’ re beautiful with God’s beauty,  

Beautiful inside and out!  

God be with you.  

29-33 She was thoroughly shaken, wondering what was behind a greeting like that. But the 

angel assured her, “Mary, you have nothing to fear. God has a surprise for you: You will 

become pregnant and give birth to a son and call his name Jesus.  … 

The Holy Spirit will come upon you,  

    the power of the Highest hover over you;  

Therefore, the child you bring to birth  

    will be called Holy, Son of God.  

And Mary said,  

Yes, I see it all now:  

    I’m the Lord’s maid, ready to serve.  

Let it be with me  

    just as you say.  
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2. Elijah - I Kings 18 

I Kings 18  

42-43 Ahab did it: got up and ate and drank. Meanwhile, Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, 

bowed deeply in prayer, his face between his knees. Then he said to his young servant, “On 

your feet now! Look toward the sea.”  

He went, looked, and reported back, “I don’t see a thing.”  

“Keep looking,” said Elijah, “seven times if necessary.”  

44 And sure enough, the seventh time he said, “Oh yes, a cloud! But very small, no bigger than 

someone’s hand, rising out of the sea.”  

D. Romans 8:26-28 

Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God’s Spirit is right alongside helping us 

along. If we don't know how or what to pray, it doesn't matter. He does our praying in and for us, 

making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our aching groans. He knows us far better than we 

know ourselves, knows our pregnant condition, and keeps us present before God. That’s why 

we can be so sure that every detail in our lives of love for God is worked into something good.  

Romans 8:26-28 MSG 

E. My own story - being a pastor was not in the plan but responding to 
Jesus has been - God began initiating things in me over years. 

1. Associate Pastor of a church in Dnipro, Ukraine at 22 - but I was a 
missionary 

2. American Pastors were the sell out to my radical little self as a missionary - 
the question/statement - you must wrestle with the Lord until you find the place 
that it is just as radical to stay as it to go (wrestle = prayer) 

3. A conversation at Lakota - I think I am supposed to lead a church (2010 or 
2011) 

4. What would you build? 2017 - a place where people became aware of their 
belovedness 
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VII. What does the Lord's Prayer Offer Us? 
worship, confession (& forgiveness), warfare, daily life, and lament (& deliverance) 

Let’s put the Lord’s prayer up again - 

A. Story Perspective - - Our Father who is in Heaven.  

B. Worship - Hallowed be your name. 

C. Warfare - Your Kingdom Come on Earth as In Heaven 

D. Daily Life - Give Us this day our daily bread 

E. Confession - Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us 

F. Lament - Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil 

G. Story perspective - For yours in the Kingdom and the Power and the 
Glory - forever – Amen 

 

VIII. Over the next 5 weeks we will look at how prayer transforms 
us as God's will and our wills come into alignment in: 

A. Worship 

1. Lester Woods will be here next  week - speaking on prayer and worship and 
we will have a joint worship night Feb 5th with CF and UE worship teams 

B. Confession 

1. Confession is the prayer of freedom from that which binds us in the 
shackles of pride and shame 

C. Warfare 

1. Pastor Nene will be sharing with us on warfare prayer - I know no one else I 
want to hear from - Light and Dark are real and we are participating in the Light. 

D. Daily Life 
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1. Pastor Beth will teach us on the prayer of daily life 

E. Lament 

1. Pastor Steve will bring us into a lament over evil in this world 

2. There is much we should lament over and people we lament with: the 
Asian American community who have been rocked by shootings in the past two 
weeks our African American brothers and sisters who are rocked again by another 
death (of Tyre Nichols) at the hands of police.  Lament for the brokenness that we 
experience together as one body is appropriate. 

IX. Takeaways for the next 6 weeks. 
Check out our website for prayer resources and opportunities. 

Prayer Resources -CF  

A. Monday Prayer Times 

6:30am, 12pm, 7pm in our Library, Rm 104 there will directed prayer around the Divine Hours 

B. You Version Prayer and Fasting Plan (40 days) 

C. Ordering your day around 3 times a day prayer. 

D. Check out the website for more resources - books, articles etc. that we 
resonate with as we prepare for each week. 

X. Response & Prayer Requests 

A. Prayer is participation in the love and life of God that aligns His will 
and ours.  Where is God speaking to you about participating? 

  

https://christianfellowship.com/prayer-a-life-of-participation/
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XI. Our Prayer for the next 7 weeks: 
LEADER: 

Lord, transform us – not for our benefit, but for the benefit of the world.  Do your work in us – 

molding us, making us, shaping us, changing us,   

ALL: 

To be the new creation you have called us to be in Jesus Christ.    

 

LEADER: 

Do your work in our church – Help us to be the body of Christ.  engaged in mission, testifying to 

the power of our faith, witnessing to the presence of our living and loving Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Help us surrender the church back to you. It is yours, not ours.   

ALL: 

Let us lay aside our personal agendas and preferences so we can be fully committed to your 

calling for us.   

 

LEADER: 

Do your work in our world – Give to us a vision of transformed lives,  neighborhoods, and 

communities and how we can partner with you. to see what can happen when people of faith 

make an eternal difference – living and loving like Jesus and giving themselves fully – heart, 

mind, and strength – to be the very presence of Jesus Christ in our world, bringing blessings 

and redemption for the glory of God! Amen!  

ALL: 

Lord lets us be the very presence of Jesus in the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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