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ENCOUNTER:  JESUS CHALLENGING ALLEGIANCES 

I. Hope and Heart 

My hope and heart to help us as church community of faith see how are allegiances to lesser things 

inevitably adulterate our allegiance to King Jesus and the Kingdom of heaven of which we, as the church, 

are the vessel by which that Kingdom comes into the world. 

II. Midnight Mantra 

"Jesus invites us into the Reign of God" 

Kings have Kingdoms. The Kingdom of Heaven undoes every Kingdom on earth and Jesus is makes 

sinners righteous participants in His Kingdom. 

III. Hook 

A. Story of Matthew the Publican 

1. Mathew 9:9-13 

B. Allegiance to the empire or oppression at the hand of the empire seemed to be the only 
options. 

C. Jesus says a new Kingdom is here. 

D. Look at the flow that Matthew takes us through in his Gospel. 

a) Look at slide 6 of the overview of Matthew. 

b)   I want us to Encounter Jesus today in Matthew 13 - on the water, the symbolic death of Jesus 
and the place of where death was defeated and a new kingdom with a new way of living was released 
on earth 

IV. Mathew 13:10-17; 34-35 

The Purpose of the Parables 

10 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” 11 And he 

answered them, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it 

has not been given. 12 For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but 

from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 13 This is why I speak to them in 

parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 

Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: 

“‘You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive.” 15 For this 

people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed, 

lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, 

and I would heal them.’ 
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16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17 For truly, I say to you, many 

prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you 

hear, and did not hear it. 

Prophecy and Parables 

34 All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without a 

parable. 35 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet: [e] 

“I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.” 

A. Parables more than teach us they reveal to us. 

1. These parables seated here in the middle of Matthew on the water, all mention the Kingdom.   

2. Jesus is quoting Isaiah the prophet from the OT 

a) People hear and see but understand and never perceive 

b) But HE has come to HEAL them. 

c) Ears will that barely hear will hear (hearing implies obedience) 

d) Eyes that have been shut will see again 

B. What is Matthew telling his hearers who are living under the Kingdom of Rome?  What is 
Matthew telling his hearers that are experiencing the Roman oppression of Judea? 

C. Let's look at these parables 

V. Book 

A. The Parables 

1. The Sower 

a) Mathew 13:3-9 

3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some 

seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 

where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 

but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other 

seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and 

produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears,[a] let him hear.” 



Michael Acock  |  Message Title 3  |  1 0 / 3 0 / 2 0 2 2  
 

b) One commentator (Allan Boesak) reflects on the "reckless abandon, the unchecked generosity, 
the undisciplined abundance of this sower.” 

c) Seed and word of the kingdom are what Jesus tells us this parable is speaking about. (vs 19). 

d) The harvest will be well worth the seeming wastefulness of the announcing of the Kingdom to 
the world. 

2. The Weeds 

a) Matthew 13:24-30 

24 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man 

who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed 

weeds[c] among the wheat and went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the 

weeds appeared also. 27 And the servants[d] of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, 

did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy 

has done this.’ So, the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he 

said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow together 

until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in 

bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’” 

b) Case-Winters reflects in her commentary how we might see this parable 

(1) The weeds are not the world, and the wheat is not the church.  Seed is the word of the kingdom. 
There is mixture within and without the community of faith. 

(2) If we make this application, then the church is tempted to believe we can sort it out. Who is the 
wheat and who are the weeds. 

(3) Another commentator (Pagola) helps us to think about the mix of the weeds with wheat within 
ourselves.  Belief and unbelief...are mixed within each one of us. 

c) The encouragement is to let the weeds and wheat grow together and let God be the harvester - 
thus not "mistakenly excluding any of God's beloved. Nor do we give up on ourselves in the face of our 
own mixed response to the Kingdom. 

 

3. Two parables linked together to illustrate the Kingdom of heaven as Imperceptible (hidden) to 
Undeniable (visible) 

a) The Mustard Seed 

(1) Matthew 13:31-32 

31 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed 

that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger 

than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 

branches.” 
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(2) Small as a pin head - planted grows to 8 to 10 feet tall 

(3) Birds of heaven was a metaphor for Gentiles (Wright) 

b) The Leaven 

(1) Matthew 13:33 

33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in 

three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.” 

(2) We shift from sower to baker from a male to a female - Jesus gives analogies from the daily lives 
of both men and women. 

(3) Hidden in the flour - let's contemplate more the hiddenness of the Kingdom but it will ultimately 
end in a feast. 

(4) The amount of flour mentioned here is enough to feed 100 people. 

 

4. Two parables about what this kingdom is worth 

a) The Hidden Treasure 

(1) Matthew 13:44 

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in 

his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

b) The Pearl of Great Value 

(1) Matthew 13:45 

The Parable of the Pearl of Great Value 

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one 

pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

c) The grace of God offered in His Kingdom yields this kind of response. Sell everything!! 

d) Normal life is disrupted in order to buy a field and the pearl is worth risking everything in order 
to have it. 

e) The is the appropriate human response to the free kingdom of heaven being ushered in with 
Jesus. 

5. The Net 

a) Matthew 13:47-50 

The Parable of the Net 

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every 

kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but 
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threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil 

from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. 

b) There are two types of nets to bear in mind. 

(1) One is a circle that is tossed out into a school of fish and then pulled in to capture a portion of 
the school of fish. 

(2) The other is a dragnet.  A net held between two boats to capture everything in its path. 
Indiscriminate capture 

c) The Greek in verse 47, according to Case-Winters does not say fish of all kinds.  It simply says 
"every kind gathering in" 

(1) Like the generous sowing here we have generous fishing and God is not concerned about who 
His Kingdom seems to bring in - "sinner and tax collectors, a Roman centurion, people with leprosy, 
people possessed by demons, a little child, diseased, Gentile woman, demon possessed, a betraying 
disciple, a denying disciple" etc.  (Wayne Myers) 

(2) Jesus draws everyone and every kind toward the kingdom. 

d) The sorting out of at the end of the age will be done by God and his angels. 

(1) Vs 49-50 - The angels will separate evil from righteous. 

(2) Matthew 13:41-43 as Jesus explains the parable of the weeds 

(a) Righteous - Peterson. 

 (Peterson, 1985, p. 119) 

Righteousness in the Bible is always in relationship to Jesus. "The biblical word righteous never refers to 

what we are in ourselves - no matter how good, how successful, how informed - but only to who we are 

in relationship with God.  Righteous is a relational word, and the primary relation is with God” Eugene 

Peterson. 

VI. Look 

A. The question is what will we do with the Kingdom? 

1. Oppose it 

2. Reject it 

3. Be Dull of Heart 

4. Receive it 

B. The word usually translated as kingdom is the Greek word "basileia" and is a verbal noun 
derived from verb "basileuo" which means "to rule or to reign" 

 (Case-Winters, 2015, p. 175) 
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1. Reign of God thrusts us into a clash of Kingdoms as allegiance can only be to one King.  
Allegiance to one causes all others to be diminishes and even renounced. 

2. Ephesians 2:13-16; 19-22 

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 

For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing 

wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might 

create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to 

God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. …but you are fellow citizens with the 

saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 

grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for 

God by[e] the Spirit. 

a) Derwin Gray, in his book, Building a Multiethnic Church says about our adoption into the family 
of God. 

 (Gray, 2021, p. 134) 

"...they entered a new multiethnic family. Old allegiances and prejudices died, and alliances with their 

new family were formed."  Derwin Gray 

C. Idea of the Kingdom is not the same thing as living in the Kingdom.  It is an allegiance to the King 
and to the Reign of that King over all of life. 

D. All allegiances beside the allegiance to the King and the Reign of the Kingdom become idols. 

1. Tim Keller says our idols are what we look to for: 

a) Hope, meaning, and fulfillment 

b) Safety, peace, and happiness 
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2. Our idols that battle for our allegiance 

 (Eric Costanzo, 2022, pp. 69-82) 

a) Individualism 

(1) Individual Freedom 

(2) Sexuality 

(3) Achievement 

(4) Physical Beauty 

(5) Money 

b) Materialism and Consumerism 

(1) Economic prosperity 

c) Celebritism 

d) Christian Nationalism 

(1) Politics and Power 

e) Tribalism and partisanship 

(1) Conservatism and Progressivism 

E. As Matthew was speaking to his hearers, we too must see a King that has ushered in a kingdom. 
Our faith is centered on Jesus - The Christ - The King and our response to King the coming under His 
reign and rule of our lives personally and publicly. 

1. Jesus has come to set us free from Sin, yes; but He has also come to set us free from all other 
allegiances to less kingdoms. 

2. In the church we often will settle for the call to give some personal allegiances and maybe some 
cultural ones but only if Jesus' kingdom aligns with our comfort or preference for how the world is 
supposed to work. 

VII. Took 

A. The gospel of Jesus is NOT about our prosperity, our patriotism, our security, over even about 
our culture.  This is what happens when we read the gospel from a place of power and supremacy.  
Matthew wrote this gospel to the people on the underside of oppression from the Roman empire. 

B. Justin Giboney says 

1. Faithful Christian witness will not be found in conservatism nor progressivism but upon a Rock 
(Jesus) who brought us kingdom composed of love & truth and justice & moral order. Justin Giboney 

C. Matthew knew what it was to be a Jewish oppressed person who elected to align with the 
empire and become a tax collector.  He was willing to sacrifice being despised by all to be protected by 
the power of the empire of Rome. And Jesus called him to follow and shift allegiances. 

1. Matthew 17:24-26 - The temple tax from the fishes mouth. 

The Temple Tax 
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24 When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax went up to Peter and said, 

“Does your teacher not pay the tax?” 25 He said, “Yes.” And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke 

to him first, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do kings of the earth take toll or tax? From 

their sons or from others?” 26 And when he said, “From others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are 

free. 27 However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a hook and take the first fish that 

comes up, and when you open its mouth you will find a shekel. [g] Take that and give it to them for me 

and for yourself.” 

D. I am asking myself and I am asking us, as those who love Jesus and who are called by His name, 
to consider where are deepest allegiances are placed. 

1. The duality in our American culture splits the Kingdom between some form of Moral order on 
one side and some form of justice on the other - neither allowing a person to be aligned with the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

2. The Kingdom (reign) of God is not Republican nor is it Democrat 

3. The Kingdom (reign) of God is not Christian Nationalism nor is Black Lives Matter 

 

4. Justin Giboney shared about two ladies Fannie Lou Hamer and Dorothy Day 

They lived out their Christian witness in ways he says that  

"their views on poverty and class would make them pariah in many republican circles and their views on 

abortions and sexual ethics would make them detestable and unfit for office in the democratic 

party...but the synergy between compassion and conviction allowed them in love and selflessness to 

fully commit themselves to social justice and they had the audacity not to surrender the truth..there was 

no inconsistency in being pro-life and advocating for the poor, in upholding the absolute truth and 

standing with the vulnerable and disinherited." 

E. How do we receive the Kingdom that Jesus has brought to us? - REPENTANCE - a turn to the king 
and his kingdom  

1. If I could remind us that the JOY of the Lord is our strength to do hard things.  God who smiles 
over you and who is happy to be with you creates a Joy that produced the strength to repent and return 
to their God. It is the story of the Bible, and we are no different.   
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2. My repentances  

a) I repent of the way I have held allegiances to my church tribe that separated my heart from 
other churches and thus diminishing the value of the contribution of a part of the body of Christ.  I yield 
allegiance to Jesus the Bridegroom and Head of the body of Christ and embrace other expressions of the 
Body of Christ as one with me in our King. 

b) I repent of mocking and labeling people who have been trapped in sin which has both curtailed 
my compassion and silenced the voice of moral truth and the work of justice on their behalf.  I yield 
allegiance to Jesus the one who has brought the Kingdom of Heaven and has the power to free and save 
every human from the sin that so easily entangles. 

c) I repent of choosing a political side and justifying that it was the lesser of perhaps two evils and 
lost the voice to speak truth to power when that politic violated and made a mockery of the way of 
Jesus.  I yield allegiance to the Kingdom of heaven and will seek to be voice of the way, the truth and the 
life of Jesus which empowers both love & compassion and moral truth and justice. 

 

VIII. Bellringer 

A. Encountering the Jesus that announced and ushered in the Kingdom of Heaven has me not 
asking you to not be conservative or progressive or republican or democrat but to seriously give 
allegiance to the King, He is and to His Kingdom of Heaven so that we can rightly pray - "on Earth as it is 
in heaven" and so that we can righteously labor while  upholding the dignity of every God image bearing 
human and work for the flourishing of every human with hope and joy while living in the confines of a 
fallen world. 

IX. Ministry Time 

A. Prayer Requests 

B. Prayer of lament for antisemitic remarks that are flaring up this week.  We lament the pain of 
Jewish brothers and sisters whose God image bearing dignity is being diminished and we as the people 
of God stand against all derogatory and demeaning language, sentiment, and actions against any ethnic 
or cultural people group. 

X. Dismissal 
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