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Q: What message is God giving us through Mary’s song as we wait for the coming of Jesus? 

A: Our significance is birthed when we claim our identity and submit our destiny. 

 

Key Verses: Luke 1:26-38 and 46-55 

 

Secondary Verses: Matthew 20:25-28, 1 Samuel 2:1-10 (Hannah’s Prayer), Luke 22:42 

 

Move 1: By the world’s standards, Mary was considered insignificant. 

Move 2: Mary’s significance was birthed when she claimed her identity and submitted her destiny. 

Move 3: Jesus’ significance was birthed when he claimed his identity and submitted his destiny. 

Move 4: Our significance is birthed when we claim our identity and submit our destiny. 

 

Formational Question: Where are you anxiously waiting, doubting God will show up, and believing you’re 

insignificant? 

 

Sticky Statement: Our significance is birthed when we claim our identity and submit our destiny. 

 

(Message Starts Here) Introduction 

 
Love the lyrics to “Little Drummer Boy.”  

 

“Little baby, I am a poor boy too. I have no gift to bring, that's fit to give our king. Can I play for you? 
Pa rum pum pum pum, Rum pum pum pum, Rum pum pum pum.” 

 
These lyrics draw us in and enable us to be part of the story. The drummer boy felt that he had nothing to 

bring the King. Nothing worthy of the Savior, except to play. Yet his gift was the highest form of worship he 

could offer – he used something God had given him, and out of gratitude, offered it back to Jesus in worship. 

Much like we’ll see in the song of Mary this morning, the little boy claimed his identity as a child of the King 

and submitted his destiny in worship. And like him, we can do the same as we continue our season of waiting 

while we anticipate with joy the coming of Jesus, the Messiah, Emmanuel. 

 

Move 1 – By the world’s standards, Mary was considered insignificant. 
 

Our story this morning begins in Luke 1 with Mary. Mary was a young, proper Jewish girl on the verge of an 

unremarkable but potentially joyful life as the spouse of a man named Joseph, who loved her deeply. Mary 

was not a woman of privilege. She was part of a disrespected community within an oppressed and suffering 

nation. Nazareth, Mary’s hometown, was a settlement of some 200 souls about an hour’s walk from Sepphoris, 

the former district capital of Galilee. The Galileans had a particular disdain for the Nazarenes. Besides being 

from a disrespected community, she was also living under oppression from Roman rule. She carried these 

realities with her daily, as well as the stigma of being an unwed mother. 

 

By the standards of the world around her, Mary was unremarkable, despised, completely insignificant.  



 

Yet Mary was a believer and worshipper of the one true God. She was a young woman of deep and genuine 

faith. Author Esau McCaulley shares the significance of these facts, and Mary’s identity and destiny, from a 

different perspective. 

 

“Joseph and Mary grew up in the shadow of the empire with the reminder of Rome’s domination just a short 

jaunt down the road. Whatever dreams that Mary nursed in her teenage heart about her future were forever 

changed by a visit from the angel Gabriel. He let her know that she would not simply be a witness to what God 

might do in the world; she would be a participant. She would be the location of the tabernacle of God as the 

Spirit of God knit together the hope of the world in her womb.” – Esau McCaulley (photo) 

 

Mary’s significance is birthed when she claims her identity and submits her destiny. 

 

Let’s read the story together. 
 

Move 2 – Mary’s significance was birthed when she claimed her identity and submitted her destiny. 

“In the sixth month (of Elizabeth’s pregnancy) the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the 
virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 
you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might 
be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore, the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 
called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.” – Luke 1:26-38 

• In contrast to Zechariah’s question, who was asking God for proof, Mary is being inquisitive and simply 

asking God for an explanation. How will this be? It’s a spiritual clarifying question. A moment of 

curiosity. Not is God going to do this, but how God are you going to do this? And God answers. 

• One noun and one verb structure Mary’s prayer. The noun identifies Mary (servant), the verb pulls her 

into God’s action (let it be). 

• The noun is handmaiden, servant, or slave. She is praying herself into her deepest identity as a servant. 

Servant was a prayed identity for Mary. 

• By means of the verb, Mary prays God’s action into her life. “Let it be me according to your word” is 

not anything Mary will do on her own. God will do it in Mary. It is that to which she submits. She 

embraces the action of God. 

 

In her response to Gabriel, Mary is doing two things. She is claiming her identity and submitting her destiny 

(explain). 



 

Mary’s response continues in Luke 46-55, where Steve shared so beautifully last week, Mary goes to visit 

Elizabeth, and upon her arrival, John leaps in Elizabeth’s womb. In joyful exuberance, Mary responds to 

Elizabeth with these opening words, known throughout the centuries as The Magnificat. 

And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
    For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name.” – Luke 1:46-49 
 

• In her worship, Mary again identifies herself as God’s servant. “He has looked on the humble state of 
his servant.” She sees this as her primary identity.  

• She then reveals her destiny. “All generations will call me blessed.” But why? Because of what God has 
done for her and will do through her. Because she said “yes” to God and submitted to her destiny. 

• In these opening verses, she is not only submitting to her personal destiny, but to the destiny of God’s 
story and his people throughout time. Her words here are taken and recast from the prayer of 
Hannah, her ancestor from a thousand years earlier, the prayer Hannah prayed when she was 
pregnant with Samuel.  

• Hannah’s song begins “My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exalted in my God.” 

• Mary knows her family story. She knows her scriptures. And she knows how God has been working and 
speaking among His people for 2000 years. 

• In placing these words on the lips of Mary, Luke is letting us know that the story he is about to tell is 
the culmination of the history of Israel. And that this culmination is a great reversal in that the lowly 
are made high and high are brought low. 

 

Again, in her response to Gabriel’s message, Mary is both claiming her identity and submitting her destiny. 
 

Move 3 – Jesus’ significance was birthed/fulfilled when Jesus claimed his identity and submitted his 

destiny. 
 

Her prayers in these passages are the same prayer Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane on the eve of his 

death. 
 

“And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him… 

And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, saying, “Father, if you 

are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” And there 

appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. And being in agony he prayed more 

earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” – Luke 22:39-44 

 

Here, as Jesus is about to fulfill the hardest assignment God has given him, he is claiming his identity as 

God’s son. In his prayer, he begins by addressing his Father. He knows where he comes from and what 

God can make possible. Yet in claiming his identity, he also submits his destiny when he says, “not my 

will, but yours be done.” 



 

“Day by day, week by week, month by month, as Jesus’ identity as God among us was filled out detail by 

detail, he prayed each detail into the form of a servant. His daily, persistent praying kept every notice 

and recognition that came his way, every gesture he made, expressive and revelatory of God and God’s 

salvation.” – Eugene Peterson (photo) 

 

As he reminds us in Matthew 20, Jesus came to serve. 

 

“But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 

their great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great 

among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as 

the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” – 

Matthew 20:25-28 

 

Jesus flipped the entire power structure. He became great by taking on the identity of a servant … 

 

Move 4 – Our significance is birthed when we claim our identity and submit our destiny. 

 
Revelation is a hard gift to receive. And yet both Mary and Jesus gave up everything to receive it. They 

accepted the cost of revelation and found themselves in the deepest of stories. Stories that are so mysterious, 

divine, and human that we still tell them today.  

 

If Mary and Jesus were here today, what would they tell us about our role in God’s story? I think they would 

say that our significance, our place in history, is also birthed when we claim our identity and submit our 

destiny. 

 

“All great stories come at a cost, and the cost of revelation is that it’s going to ask something of us. In any 

divine annunciation, you receive revelation as a gift, yet at the same time you receive notice that all that you 

had planned is ending. It’s all over. Everything will change – most of all you.” – Scott Erickson (photo) 

 

Mary’s life changed when she accepted God’s revelation and so did Jesus’ life. 

 

Are you ready to change? As you wait for the coming of the Messiah, are you willing to claim your identity and 

set aside your plans for your destiny and let God fold you into his purposes? 

 

You see, our transformation throughout life will be a paradox. One truth is that we have agency to make 

decisions to change and transform the parts we wish. The choice to work out and refrain from chocolate 

milkshakes will create a transformation in our abdominal area. Gratitude and thankfulness are choices we can 

make to transform our perspective in every situation we find ourselves in. We have a choice in our 

transformation and destiny.  

 

And yet there are other parts of our transformation and destiny that are like a virgin birth – in the way that 

we’re not in charge of any of it. It’s less about our mustering up the strength to accomplish something and 

more about our being open to the transformation that God wants to do in us. It begins quietly and deeply 

within us. A divine inception in the deepest places where our truest life is birthed. 

 



“This is the place where the Divine begins new life. And newness of life is what we all desire. This is the work 

the Spirit began in Mary, and this is the work the Spirit is wanting to do in the soul womb of all humanity – to 

bring Christ’s participation into fullness within you. To bring you in the fullness of the participatory life of 

Christ. Most of us will not have an angel announce God’s plans to us, but I do think all of us can whisper the 

statement that the Divine is looking for to do deep transformation and restoration in us – “Let it be me 

according to your word.” – Scott Erickson (photo) 

 

Sometimes, like with Mary and Jesus, God’s bringing us into the participatory life of Christ can be painful – and 

confusing. 

 

MY STORY OF WAITING – a response of submission or trust 

 

• Privileged life. Never lacked or waited for anything, unless you count being 13 and wanting a boyfriend 

• First real painful waiting experience, doubting God would show up, came about 10 years ago when I 

realized I had my destiny wrapped up in my vocation (for you, it could be something else) 

• I had a vision for my life, that I assumed was God’s vision, and it involved my vocation. So much so that 

I was tempted to believe that if I lost my job, which happened to be on staff at a church, I would also 

lose the opportunity to fulfill my calling, my friends, and my church family. That my identity as a 

servant was attached to my role. And I was struggling to trust that I would have significance without it. 

• WC Beth Moore class – Sacred Secrets – Secrets Manifest - verse about rooftops 

• So, I made the hard decision, which meant leaving my job and finding a new church home. 

• CF Beth Moore class - entrusted 

 

” Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord … who saved us and called us to a holy 

calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ 

Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior 

Christ Jesus ... But I am not ashamed, for I know for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced 

that He is able to protect what I have entrusted to Him until that day.” 2 Timothy 1:8-12 (pause with 

commentary throughout) 
 

Mary’s significance was birthed when she claimed her identity and submitted her destiny. 

 

Our significance is birthed when we claim our identity and submit our destiny. 
 

As we continue our season of waiting while we anticipate with joy the coming of Jesus, sit with God and these 

questions: 

 

Where are you anxiously waiting, doubting God will show up, and believing you’re insignificant? 

 

Where is God inviting you to claim your identity, submit your destiny, and step into significance? 

 

Where is it that God is waiting to hear “let it be me according to your word?” (PAUSE) 

 

Transition to ministry time 

 

Closing Prayer 


