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Christian Fellowship 
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I. Hope and Heart 
To help us see the powerful message of the shepherds being the first to be given the public 

announcement from heaven about Jesus coming into the world. 

II. Midnight Mantra 

A. Wondering is the birthplace of Wonder 

B. Wondering in the margins of Life is the birth place of Wonder in the 
Momentous Story 

III. Hook 

A. Share story of choir and orchestra going to the prison in Jefferson City 

1. 12pm last Monday, two trailers with instruments (keyboards, violins, 
drums, tympani drums, clarinets, flutes, trumpets, music stands, etc.) drove into 
the correctional facility in Jefferson City. 

2. 4 months ago, some musicians and singers were contacted in Nashville 
about writing songs for a drama to present the message of Christ's coming.  In 
addition, another woman was asked to write the drama that covered the birth of 
Jesus while incorporating the story of Adam and sin entering the world to the 
cross. 

3. 2 months ago, a choir in Jefferson City submitted their licenses to be 
reviewed and cleared for a prison. 

4. 60 people in the choir and orchestra and drama 

5. 194 prisoners 
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6. Drama had a Jailor question the men on the Emmaus Road.  "you are in jail, 
Jesus won't free you" "but their testimony was that when Jesus came He changed 
everything, so you can't free me because we are already free" 

7. Invitation to follow Jesus that came to break the bondage of your 
wandering in life. 

 

B. In this advent morning where are you wondering in the margins of 
life? 

1. You know the margins of life where your heart lives. 

2. Wondering if......(bottom 1/3 of screen throughout this list) 

a) You are a stay-at-home mom wondering if I will ever have an adult conversation 
again. 

b) You are a dad in the throes of keeping up with bills and being a husband and 
father and can't seem to love as much in person as you love in your heart and 
wondering on the margins of your relationship with your wife and kids. 

c) You are a teenager living under the expectations of seemingly everyone around 
you wondering if there is life beyond the margins. 

d) You are a single parent living in the stigma of divorce or the stigma of having a 
child outside of marriage and you are wondering if there is another identity that God 
has for you. 

e) You are living every day with shame of a life of decisions you cannot undo and 
the narrative that others have told about you and you are wondering if there is a truer 

me than what I have lived. 

f) You are living in the relative positive position of leadership and find a level of 
loneliness and isolation and you are wondering how do I ask for friendship. 

g) You are living with a near zero bank account and can't imagine this Christmas 

season being joyful and you are wondering if you will pay your bills and get to January. 

h) You living a life full of the consequences of the decisions of others who used and 
abused you and you are wondering if your life could be more than the shell of a dream 
once hoped for. 

3. Your belief is that God is good, but He has no shown up for me so, I am 
here but my heart is shut down in the margins. 
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4. This morning's Song of the Shepherds is for you in the margins of life. 
Maybe you’re wondering has made you a wanderer in life. 

Wondering in the margins of life can make you a wanderer. 

IV. Book 

A. Let's look at are text 

B. Luke 2:8-20 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will 

find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 

us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 

to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 

manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 

concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But 

Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. – Luke 

2:8-20 

C. The Shepherds Context 

1. Shepherds were on the margin of society; they couldn't participate in the 
religious activities of their communities.   

 (Dickinson, 2022, p. 84) 

"They were considered unclean. The shepherds likely felt isolated, rejected, and cut off from the 

things of God and the people of God.  If God dwelled within the temple and they were always in 

the field, then how would they ever encounter him?" Bette Dickinson 
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a) They were a despised class of people.  They were probably hired hands and did 
not even own their own sheep. 

b) The shepherds were on the outside looking in on the life God's promises. 

2. A song sung over them - the Song of the Angels 

a) “Glory to God in the highest, 

b) and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

D. The Shepherds Response 

1. FEARING the Messenger 

a) Angels evoke a fear. 

(1) Zechariah, Mary, Joseph and now the shepherds 

b) Eucatastrophe is a neologism coined by Tolkien from Greek ευ- "good" and 
καταστροφή "sudden turn". 

(1) Eucatastrophe - SUDDEN JOYOUS TURN 

c) When you are on the margins, fear is your first thought. 

2. BEHOLDING the Message 

a) I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” 

(1) Good News has come 

(2) Born Unto You - not simply born into the world but a personal address 

(3) SAVIOR, CHRIST, LORD 

(a) Savior - Rescuer from the Margins of society - (oppressive reign of others) 

(b) Christ - Messiah - a Title  

(c) THE LORD - Yahweh, this is the God of the OT) 

b) 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he 
is pleased!” 

(1) "'whom he is pleased" this can mean, "those who have his favor" 

(2) Jesus in the one in whom the Father's favor comes to us 

(3) When we are in Jesus we are in His favor 
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3. VERIFYING the Sign 

a) They were not instructed or commanded to go but something had happened in 

their heart. 

b) They did not go to see if it was true - "God has revealed something to us, let's go 
see this thing." 

4. PROCLAIMING the News of the Message to all 

5. RETURNING to Sheep 

E. The Shepherds Wonder 

1. They were full - God had come to them. 

2. People wondered! 

3. In the margins God had changed their hearts. They were glorifying and 
praising God.   

4. In many ways nothing had changed but everything had changed. 

F. I Wonder as I Wander 

About the Music: “I Wonder as I Wander” (single)  

Lyrics: 

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky, How Jesus my Savior did come for to die 

For poor ordinary people like you and like I, I wonder as I wander, out under the sky. 

When Mary birthed Jesus 'twas in a cow's stall, With wise men and farmers and shepherds and 

all. 

But high from God's heaven, a star's light did fall, And the promise of ages it then did recall. 

 

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, A star in the sky or a bird on the wing, 

Or all of God's Angels in heaven to sing, He surely could have it, 'cause he was the King. 

 

I wonder as I wander out under the sky, How Jesus the Saviour did come for to die. 

For poor ordinary people like you and like I; I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

 

https://youtu.be/zF3zb4Hbmhk
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"I Wonder as I Wander" is a Christian folk hymn, typically performed as a Christmas carol, 

written by American folklorist and singer/songwriter John Jacob Niles. The hymn has its origins 

in a song fragment of three lines collected by Niles in 1933. Based on this fragment, Niles 

composed the version of "I Wonder as I Wander" that is known today, by extending the melody 

to four lines and the lyrics to three stanzas. It was originally published in Songs of the Hill Folk in 

1934. With the writing of additional verses and the development of original music, “I Wonder As 

I Wander” came into being, and has been sung worldwide ever since. 

V. Look 

A. In preparing for this message - WHY SHEPERDS? 

The story has become so familiar that at first, I could really only think "of course shepherds". 

This is the story, night sky lit up, Angels singing the Glory song. 

B. 4 Observations of Why? Announce to Shepherds 

1. Shepherds received the first public announcement that the Good Shepherd 
has come 

a) John 10 - The Good Shepherd 

b) 7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen 
to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out 
and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 
may have life and have it abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who 
does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the 
wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares 
nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 
sheep.  

 



Michael  |  The Song of the Shepherds 7  |  1 2 / 1 9 / 2 0 2 2  
 

2. Shepherds (the night shift watchmen) receive the Good News that the Light 
of Heaven has broken into the Darkness of Sin and Death 

a) John 1 - A light has come in the darkness 

b) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life,[a] and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 

 

3. Shepherds (the keepers of the lambs) receive the Good News of the one 
who will be the Lamb that was slain 

a) Revelation 5 

9 And they sang a new song, saying, 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll 

    and to open its seals, 

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 

    from every tribe and language and people and nation, 

10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 

    and they shall reign on the earth.” 

11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the 

voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying 

with a loud voice, 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 

and honor and glory and blessing!” 

13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and 

all that is in them, saying, 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 
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14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

b) Many of these lambs will not survive the next season of Passover.   Jesus is not 
only the savior of shepherds but one who takes the place of these lambs - the animal of 
sacrifice. 

4. Shepherds (the ones unfit for society, unfit for religion, unfit for the 
temple) receive the Good News that the one who will be our Temple has come, 
even to them 

a) John 2 

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus 

answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, 

“It has taken forty-six years to build this temple,[c] and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But 

he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, 

his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word 

that Jesus had spoken. 

VI. Took 

A. In his Advent Devotional: Christ Came Into The World To Save Sinners, 
Dr. Adam Johnson shares 

https://ccca.biola.edu/advent/2022/#day-dec-17  

1. And this revelation—it is an invitation: to wonder as we wander, to have 
visions of the past, present and future, to be transported from the narrow 
confines of a prison cell, to see beyond the rhythms, fears and hopes of the 
present, to see a light greater than any available through the narrow prison 
windows of this life. To see in the midst of tyranny the true King. To contemplate 
the immortal God as we walk among the tombs. To dwell upon the invisible one 
made visible, as the walls and confine 

a) Dr. Adam Johnson Associate Professor of Theology Torrey Honors College Biola 
University 

  

https://ccca.biola.edu/advent/2022/#day-dec-17
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B. In your wandering sometimes it is the song being sung over you that 
will bring you wonder. 

1. “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” "Glory to God in the highest and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  

2. Rehearse the margins and Christ has come to bring you peace and favor. 

a) Are you wandering in the margins of insignificance?  

(1) Good news, Born unto you is Jesus  

b) Are you wandering in the margins of the pain of your own sin? 

(1) Good news, Born unto you is Jesus 

c) Are wandering in isolation and loneliness 

(1) Good news, Born unto you is Jesus 

d) Are wandering in an identity that others have written over your life 

(1) Good news, Born unto you is Jesus 

e) Are you wandering in the shame of the life you created by your own decisions 

(1) Good news, Born unto you is Jesus 

VII. Bellringer 

A. Where are you wondering (or wandering) in the margins of life?  How 
might Christ's coming bring you wonder? (FULL SCREEN) 

VIII. Ministry Time 

A. Prayer Requests 

IX. Dismissal 
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